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For Your Information:

Jane Kinya is the new ABN
Finance Manager. Hearty
welcome Jane to ABN
family

Highlights For the Last
Seven months:

ABN/IIED Climate Training
Partners & Advocacy Meeting
Media Training with Fahamu
Mozambique Agrofuels Forum
Advocacy Leaders Meeting
Climate Change Dialogues
COPAGEN Meeting in Benin
EJ Retreat in Schumacher
Skills Share W/Shop in Harare
Customary Law Training
Conference on AGRA, Nigeria
Pan African Regional Meeting
Eco-mapping, Venda,S. Africa
Gender Disourse in Kenya
Copenhagen Climate Meeting

Upcoming Events:

GMOs sub regional write
shop in Kenya

IIED Climate
Meeting

Vandana Shiva’'s Meeting for
some world’s networks

Adaptation
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Contacts

ABN Secretariat
Mortgage, House No. 65
Along Garissa Road
P.O Box 6271 — 01000
Thika, Kenya
Tel: +254 67 22 373
Fax: +254 67 22 338
Website

www.africanbiodiversity.org
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News from the ABN Secrelariat

Welcome to the third edition of the
ABN Update. As the year draws to
a close, the Secretariat looks back
with satisfaction to the good work
carried out by the partners across
Africa and internationally. Several
meetings, workshops and learning
exchanges successfully took place
culminating in the Venda mapping
which brought together some of the
ABN’s friends from the Colombian
Amazon, Altai from Russia & elders
and other participants from Africa:
Ethiopia, Kenya, Botswana and the
host South Africa. It is also worth
mentioning that one of the most
vibrant partners and allies meeting
took place in Kenya where critical
issues affecting Africa were debated

The ABN Secretariat also began the
process of registration in Kenya as
a Trust which will complete early
next year. The year also saw the
passing away of one of the ABN’s
leading lights, Fr. Thomas Berry in
June at 94 years. Fr. Thomas is the
author of The Great Work and The
Dream of the Earth among others.

On behalf of the ABN Secretariat I
take this opportunity to thank you
all for the support and cooperation
that made the year a great success
for us all. Thanks and best regards!

Simon N. Mitambo
Network Administrator

1. If all trees die, if all trees go,
The land will be brown and bare,
Soil erosion will be more and more,
And no plants will grow.

2.If all trees die, if all trees go,
Birds, bees and beetles will daily
wonder

Where did our beautiful flowers go ,
Where shall we raise our young ones?

3.If all trees die, if all trees go
Where shall we get our food?
We shall get weaker and weaker
Till we can work no more.

4.1f all
How

trees die, if all trees go,
unclean the air will be?
No beauty to cheer us up
(\[o] shade, no shdter,
What a shame!

5.1f all trees die, if all trees go

What will hold up the swing ,
When the children want to fly,
And make their hearts sing?

All human activities, professions,
programs, and institutions must
henceforth be judged primarily by
the extent to which they inhibit,
ignore, or foster a mutually
enhancing human/Earth relationship.




ABN Partners and Allies during
May / June meetings in Kenya.

The meetings were held on slopes
of Mt. Kenya

Quotes of the Year

Our difficulty is that we have
become autistic. We ro longer
listen to what the Earth, its
landscape, its atmospheric
phenomena and all its living
forms, its mountains and
valleys, the rain, the wind, and
all the flora and fauna of the
planet are telling us.
(Thomas Berry).
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0 Tr e e $e paams that Earth
writes upon the sky. We fell
them down and turn them into

paper, that we may record our
emptiness". - Kahlil Gibran.
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We need a much deepe
understanding of exactly what
it is our industrial society, in its
present creation, is
jeopardizing. We need a more
profound perception of what is
at stake.- Van Jones.

ABN/IIED

Climate
Change Training

a Climate
Change Adaptation
Training of  Trainers
(TOTs) workshop for
Non-Governmental
organizations in East &
Southern Africa
sponsored by Comic
Relief and facilitated by
the IIED. It took place
from 18" to 22" May,
2009. ABN had three
slots which were given to
the ABN program staff to
learn and train partners
on climate change
adaptation techniques.

ABN Media Training

This training took place
from 2" to 6" June.
Participants learnt a
variety of skills in writing
and radio presentation.
They learnt all the key
principles of clear writing
and radio presentation
and the practicals thereof
in planning, drafting and
editing. This phrase by
Mathew Arnold would

This was

summarize the purpose of
the media training as: /@ y o
have something to say, say it
clearly.o

Partners’ & Advocacy
Meetings in Kenya

These two ABN regional
meetings were held from
22" May to 2™ June with
partners and allies. Purpose
was to affirm partnerships,
deepen our common
understanding of the crises
facing African communities
and to develop joint
strategies that would support
resilient communities and
advocate for food
sovereignty in Africa. The
first part of the meeting was
held with ABN partners and
focused on sharing and
affirming ABN’s  strategic
plan for 2009 — 2011 and
clarifying the roles and
responsibilities between
partners and the secretariat.
The second part of the
meeting focused specifically
on advocacy issues by going
deeper into the challenges

facing Africa, including
the climate crises, the
financial crisis, AGRA,
GMOs and agro-fuels
and developing a shared
vision of the future of
agriculture as well as
discussing joint
strategies to support and
grow strong and resilient
communities and to
resist outside threats to
seed & food sovereignty
and community rights.

The meetings resolved
some of the following: to
engage with community
related advocacy work,
building alliances, having
clear position on false
solutions, promoting
gender equity and also
develop gender strategy,
working more with
pastoralists and  with
indigenous people and
having an holistic vision.

Others include: having
ABN overall advocacy
policy documents and
booklets on Copenhagen
on business as usual.

Ghana  Community
Resilience Meeting

This was hosted by
RAINS and took place
from 18" — 21 August,
2009. The aim of the
workshop was to
dialogue on climate. It
drew participants from:
NGOs, other networks,
academia, government
agencies, local farmers,
women groups, healers,
media practitioners from
Ghana, Togo, Benin and
Burkina Faso




Agrofuels Meeting in
Maputo, Mozambique

This meeting took place
from 29" Aug to 4™ Sept,
2009. It was organized by
TNI/UNAC. The main
objective of the meeting
was to evaluate impacts of
biofuels on food security
VS energy sovereignty.
The meeting assessed
how we secure common
resources for our own
benefits and not cede
them to foreign and
multinational interests, the
need for transparent
access to information and
technology and the need
to access technologies on
energy. It observed that
energy is being used to re-
colonize Africa, a new
form of neo-colonialism
and saw water as very
critical in looking for
alternatives to energy.

Advocacy Leaders’
Meeting in Ethiopia

This meeting took place
from 14™ -19" September
and was a capacity
building workshop that
was jointly organised by
the African Biodiversity
Network and the Action
Group on Erosion,
Technology and
Concentration (ABN/ETC).
The main objective of
workshop was to do
capacity building on new

technologies.
Participants shared their

perceptions and
understandings

regarding the new
technologies and the

place of technology in
addressing climate
change, health and food
security.

Climate Change
Dialogues, Kenya

This dialogue took from
7" 9" September. It
was an opportunity to
tap into the knowledge
within communities and
discover new ways of
stakeholder interactions
that would encourage
adaptation to climate
change  within the
African context. African
Biodiversity Network,
under the hosting of
PORINI, supported this
highly successful inter-
regional workshop on
Climate Change and
Ecosystem &Community
Resilience.  Workshop
attracted a total of 32
participants coming from
Ethiopia, Kenya,
Tanzania, and Uganda.

COPAGEN Meeting
in Cotonou, Benin

This was the fifth forum
of the COPAGEN which
is held every year and
attended by the national

coalitions and members.

It presents opportunity for internal evaluation of
contexts at all levels and drawing up of strategies. The
forum also helps in sharing of information & enhances
knowledge on set of problems that face Africa as
regards bio-technologies and community rights and
exchange experiences on fight against GMOs and
protection of local communities’ rights. ABN was invited
to participate in this meeting among other regional
networks like Friends of the Earth, AREA-ED, GRAIN
and the AU Commission.

Men after work in Benin to support household food security

ECOWAS was invited but did not attend. While
attending this meeting | had the opportunity of visiting
the ABN partners in Benin and accompanying them to
the field where | witnessed amazing work happening.
This picture tells it all at Grabe Benin. | also visited the
offices and the museums of Nature Tropicale ONG.

In a very special way, the ABN Secretariat takes this g
opportunity to express our heartfelt gratitude to all
funding partners for the suppothey have given to us a

our partners. In particur we thank: SwedBidNORAD,
Hivos, Comic Relief, European Commission, Bread fc
World, AWDF, SSNC, Misereor, Restore UkhdRausing
To you all we wish you a Merry Christmas and Happy [
Year 2010 and look forward to an enhanedationship.




Earth Jurisprudence Retreat, Schumacher College.

Over the last 10years, ABN and GAIA has been
drawing together lawyers, law professors, students,
theologians, scientists, economists, philosophers, and
members of indigenous communities to engage in a
fundamental rethinking of law for the health of the
comprehensive Earth community. This is what has
come to be called “Earth Jurisprudence” and
recognizes the perils facing Earth and her inhabitants
and the need to make a marked shift in the way we
think about law and governance. This year, we
organized a five day retreat at the Schumacher College
in UK from 18™ Sept to 6™ Oct where the participants
shared their experiences and exchanged ideas. Report
is available for more details.

Skills share and Learning Exchange Programme

This year's (2009) exchange was held in Zimbabwe
and hosted by ZELA (Zimbabwe Environmental Law
Association). The program was under the theme of
“Securing Community Assets in the mining sector”.
Participants who composed of environmental justice
practitioners and human rights activists met and shared
experiences on how to help communities through their
experiences from different countries to amplify their
voices over access to the natural resources endowed
to them. Participants came from Zimbabwe, USA,
California, Malawi, Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda and
South Africa. The outcome of the exchange was on
improved knowledge and understanding on mining
issues, sharpening of the advocacy strategies and
tactics, publication of researches on securing
community assets, identification and taking up of cases
for litigation and repositioning of the programme.

Customary Law Workshop in Botswana

This event took place from 16™ — 22" October, 2009. It
brought together 18 patrticipants from 7 countries. This
year process marked the five years since the process
started in 2004. A survey carried out in Kenya with the
17 past participants of Botswana and Colombian
processes revealed that these programs were very
effective in inspiring people to be agents of change in
their own communities and that many past participants

participating in the processes. A full report on this is
available at the Secretariat.

Conference on AGRA and Land grabs, Nigeria

This workshop was organized by Environmental
Rights Action/Friends of the Earth of Nigeria
(ERA/FOEN).The theme of the workshop was on
“Opposing Land Grabs, AGRA and Non-Ecological
Agriculture”. It took place in Abuja, Nigeria from the
20™ - 24™ October 2009. Over 30 people drawn from
CSOs, government agencies and the media
participated in the workshop. Participants were
drawn from Nigeria, Ghana, Togo, Benin, Tanzania,
Cameroon, Malawi, Sierra Leone and Uruguay. ABN
sponsored 3 people drawn from Ghana, Benin and
Tanzania to participate in the workshop. The
workshop dealt with such topics as; land grabs
GMOs and threats to local varieties and ecological
agriculture, agro-fuels, philanthropy, capitalism and
the African Agriculture, partner country reports and
challenges.

Eco-Cultural Mapping and Training, S. Africa.

This event took place in Venda from 26™ October -
5" November. It brought together 42 participants
drawn from Colombia, South Africa, Kenya, Altai
Ethiopia, Botswana and the United Kingdom. Eco-
cultural maps are an important tool for lobbying
governments for control and share of resources.
The maps drawn in Venda took three dimensions in
the spirit of understanding and aligning to the local
territory: ancestral mapwhich carry the ancestral
knowledge), map of the present(which shows
fragmentation, sickness and disorder with some
elements of the past and lastly the maps of th
future (which shows the dreams of the future drawn
from the ancestral map and of the present)

Pan-African Meeting with AU Commission.

This meeting was held in Ethiopia from 23 — 26™
November and brought together about eight regional
networks in Africa and formed the Alliance for Food
Sovereignty in Africa (AFSA) to counter the Alliance
for the Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA). These
networks included: IPACC, COPAGEN, COMPAS,
ESAFF, PELUM Association, ABN, ACB and GRAIN
The meeting issued the so called Bole Declaratio
challenging African leaders on Climate Change.




Gender Discourse in Kenya

ABN is committed to addressing
gender issues at all levels and
encourages partners to likewise
practise gender considerations
that ensure both men and
women feel involved and
considered in the programmes
they implement from office to
the field. ABN has been
deepening and fine tuning its
activities to incorporate learning
to date. In view of this, ABN
organized a three day Gender
Discourse in Kenya from 16" —
18" November, 2009. The
dialogues were unique in that
they also tried to look at gender
from an African perspective.

UN Climate Change
(COP15), Copenhagen.

The 15" (COP15) UN Climate
Change Conference started its
negotiations from 7 18"
December, 2009 in Bella
Center, Copenhagen, Denmark.
There was no binding deal
arrived at the closure of one of
the most heated debates on
climate change. ABN has a

very strong position against
false solutions being offered to
climate change and will look
forward to having a strong deal.
Our partners and allies were
kept abreast on the event
through the ABN list-serve.

Some highlights for the
events inJan -Feb, 2010

Sub Regional Write shop
on GMOs in Kenya.

This write shop will be held in
Kenya from 25" to 30" January,

2010 and will bring together
a small group of participants
from Tanzania and Kenya to
develop and translate GMO
materials in Kiswahili that
farmers can relate with
easily. The event will be very
specific and will involve some
farmers from both countries.
It is held in response to some
farmers request for such
materials written in their local
Kiswabhili language.
Community Seeds
Training Process.

This process will take place
in Ethiopia with Dr. Melaku
from 6™M-16" February, 2010.
It will be very action oriented
training for getting deeper
into cultural knowledge of
seed recuperation. It will also
be enriched by declarations
on “SeedDiverse and GM(
Free Hnes. Thematic
Coordinators will liaise with
partners who have already
piloted Climate, Seed and

Knowledge (CSK). Report
will be shared.
Climate Adaptation

Meeting by IIED.

This will be like a follow up
training that IIED conducted
in May this year in Kenya

which  ABN sent three
participants. ABN has been
invited to make a
presentation on  climate

change adaptation using its
methodologies and
experiences. The meeting

will run from 21% to 24"
February, 2009. ABN s
checking with IIED on

number of slots for its participation.

Vandana Shiva’s meeting with some of the
world’s networks.

Vandana Shiva has organized a strategic meeting
for some of the world’s networks and extended
some invitation to ABN. The meeting will take
place in India sometimes in February, 2010. The
meeting is expected to discuss global issues like
climate crises, financial crises, food crises,
GMOs, and false solutions to climate change like
biochar, agrofuels, GMOs, land grabs and others.
A detailed report of the event will be shared later.

ABN Core values and Principles are our key
supplements

ABN core values and principles are the most
potent vitamins and supplements that we consume
on daily basis to keep us harmonious with
ourselves, nature and live in healthy ecosystems.

e Vitamin A -  Accountability and
Transparency as the underlying principles
of how we work so as to enable equal,
inclusive and full participation.

e Vitamin B - Being in Solidarity with those
working for justice for people and nature.

e Vitamin C - Commitment, courage and
tenacity to promote ABN core values and
to defend and implement its principles.

e Vitamin D - Diversity and mutual respect

for ethnic, cultural, spiritual and biological
wellbeing in  present and future
generations.

e Vitamin E - Enabling transformation of
individuals and organizations as catalysts
of change.




